Unit of Study: Multi-Genre, Primary
Content Overview
Kelli Chadwick

The unit will last 9 weeks

Introduction: A multi-genre writing study is built around a theme or topic chosen and
researched by the students. The project represents a collage of writing in multiple genres
with an overarching theme.

Mentor Texts List:

Mrs. Katz and Tush by Patrica Polacco
Harry the Dirty Dog by Gene Zion

Charlie Anderson by Barbara Abercrombie
Click Clack Moo by Doreen Cronin

Dear Mr. Blueberry by Simon James

Week by Week Overview:
Week 1: Introduction to Multi-Genre study, internet searches

Week 2: Folder organization, posing relevant questions note taking, Mentor Text
magazine articles

Week 3: Research, audience, titles, hooks quotes for magazine article
Week 4: Outlining, leads, conclusions, bibliography for magazine article
Week 5: Revision process, magazine article

Week 6: Magazine article, final draft due
Mentor Text: Persuasive letters

Week 7: Persuasive letter, final draft due
Mentor Text: Poetry and intro to personal choice piece

Week 8: Revision process, poetry and personal choice

Week 9: Completed Multi-Genre project due



Unit of Study: Multi-Genre, Primary
Kelli Chadwick

Please bring your research folder to class every day.
Keep all drafts, note cards, and printed copies of articles from the Internet.

WEEK MINI LESSONS STUDENT ASSIGNMENT
1 Introduce upcoming research project e Start thinking of research topic: event or
Internet safety/ search engines person
Create a What I Notice chart with 4 Topic/idea
Mentor magazine articles (pages 1-4) Make Folder Organizer: 8 sections (4”
¢ Folder Organizer (see layout in check-off envelop cards = 5 W’s, 12 questions,
list section below) title/lead/conclusion/intro)
Inquiry Chart for Mentor magazine articles
2 Using the 4 Mentor Text news articles present the Choose topic for research
following mini-lessons: Write 12 questions you have about your
e Pose relevant questions subject
e Take notes ¢ Begin collecting research matenials from
¢ Note structural features of a magazine libraries, Internet, books, magazines
article (minimum of 3 sources)
e Review structural features of a magazine Print internet articles (2) about topic
article Begin taking notes with a highlighter
¢ Introduce poetry genre - Diamante (page Create diamante poem on chosen topic (see
5) student example, page 6)
3 Mini-lessons e Research, find and answer your 12 questions
¢ Audience e Inciude important information
e Brick & Mortar words e Note-taking on note cards
¢ Title/Hook - Mentor Text: Students find ¢ Brainstorm Title ideas and Hook ideas
examples in their favorite books e 4 focuses: “headings” about topic: examples:
e Quotes - Mentor Text: Mrs. Katz and early life, important accomplishments, rise to
Tush fame, etc....
e Header — Mentor Text: News articles
4 Mini-lessons e  Write an outline for the magazine article that
e  Outlining: sequential and chronological you will write from your research (pages 7, 8)
order using Mentor Text: Harry the Dirty e Title; hook; headings
Dog
e Conclusions using Mentor Text: Charlie
Anderson
Fact/opinion/inference
Hand out “news article check list” (page
)
5 Revision process mini-lessons: e Type Ist draft of magazine article (12 pt.
s Show/don’t tell Arial, Times New Roman)
s Strong verbs
e No clichés
e Avoid repeating words
e Add dialog/quotes
6 Revision process mini-lessons: e Type and revise magazine article (12 pt.
e Add details Arial, times new roman)
o Shorten sentences (check for sentence
variety)
e Add quotes
FINAL DRAFT OF MAGAZINE ARTICLE DUE




7 Mini-lessons: e Audience for letter
¢ Introduce Persuasive Letters — Mentor e Write first draft of persuasive letter
Text: Click-Clack Moo & Dear Mister e Revise and edit persuasive letter
Blueberry e I Am Poem (see student example, page 12)
e Formal letter format (page 10) e Table Of Contents
* Audience
e Poetry genre — I Am (page 11)
e Table of Contents (page 13)
FINAL DRAFT OF PERSUASIVE LETTER
DUE
8 Mini-lessons: e Start personal choice piece (1 piece
¢ Introduce personal choice options (page minimum)
14)
* Questions regarding personal choice
pieces
9 Mini-lesson: » Write, revise, and edit poetry and personal
¢ Questions regarding personal choice choice pieces
pieces
10 ¢ Conference with students e Revise and edit all writing, finish all final
e Model presentation display formats for drafts, prepare final presentation binder
final project
See attached chart (page 15) for teacher FINAL DRAFT OF MULTI-GENRE
monitoring of individual student projects RESEARCH PROJECT DUE (see completed 2™
grade student project (pages 16 - 22)

MULTI-GENRE RESEARCH PROJECT CHECK-OFF LIST

[_] Folder for research notes (see format below)
[] Outline for magazine article

[_] Magazine article - first draft

[] Magazine article — final draft

[] Table of Contents

[ ] Persuasive letter

] Diamante poem

[ ]I Am Poem

[] Complete final project

The following is the order of your report:
] Title page

[_] Table of Contents (list all pieces)

[ ] Magazine article

[] Persuasive letter

[] Two poems (diamante, I Am poem)

[] Extra project(s) (Power Points must have printed copy)
[ ] Rough Drafts




Research Folder Layout (Pocket Folder):

Who

Where

How

When

12
Questions

Title - Lead
Introduction
Conclusion
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To stay hea i ,,'" s
important to eat right and
get lots of exercise—no
matter how old you are.
Many grown-ups say that
kids are not getting the
nutrition and exercise they
need. These adults hope to
change that.

On the Move
Health experts say weight
S gain is a big problem in
. the United States. There
~ are three times as many
overweight kids in the U.S.

Being overweight can lead
to serious health problems,
such as heart disease.

To help kids be healthy,
First Lady Michelle Obama
united, or joined, with
doctors, nurses, teachers,
and parents. They created

IFind) g

now than there were in 1970.

a new program called “Let’s
Move!” It will work to supply
schools with healthier foods
and to help kids be more
physically active.

The First Lady also
suggests that kids watch
less television, eat smaller

portions, or amounts of
food, and eat fewer desserts.

" Some U.S. lawmakers‘

Lunchroom Laws

believe that banning sugary
snacks and drinks from
school vending machines
is a good solution. The
idea is to get kids to eat
more whole grains, fruits,
and vegetables. Instead of
sodas, kids would drink
water, low-fat milk, and
sugar-free juices.
Other lawmakers
are not sure that a
ban is needed. But
most agree that
nutrition and exercise il
are the keys to
keeping kids healthy.
—By Glenn Greenberg . a8

Eating the Right Stuff

_The food pyramid
has stripes in
~different colors.
Each stripe stands
for one of the five
food groups. The ]

thicker the stripe,
_the more you should

eat from that group.
 (An additional thin

.yellow stripe stands-
for ods and fats.)
Name a food from
‘each group. — 5= o

MINI-LESSON: Problem and Solution
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Cute and Ferce

Here are some of their
Sea otters:

'hvem]ymzhesu_'rbeyumny
live aboat a hatfaile froem the ahore,

where the water i about 45 to 90 foet
deep. They dan't live in the deep acean.

territory, atiract mates and defend
themselves. Sea otters don't do this,
bat river otters do.
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More About Otters

Family lite

River and sea oiters both eat
shellfish and ether fish. River otters
might also eat small iand animals
auch a8 rodents, birds or snakes.

Sea otters are one of the few
animals that use tools. They find
rocks at the bottom of the sex and
use them to crack open clams and
other shellfish Experts believe tool
use i8 a gign of intelligence.

Sea otters are very active and need
a huge amount of food. The activity
and extra food help o keep them
warm. The father sea otter does mot
help raise the young. The mother has
to hunt a lot of food for herself and
her pup. A sea otter usually has only
one pup at a time,

The river oller dad does help raise
the pups, and the family urit is very
strong. Pamily members curl togethker
on land at night. Males and females
#ay together after they have mated.

Look through your nawspaper for
Btorias and pictures about animats.

Rivec ottars may hawe one %0 % pupe,
such s this Aien srall-clawod otier,

The MEni Page Staft

Batty Dubraen - Founding Edftoe aad Sdttor #t Large  Lisa Tarry - Maneging Editor  Lucy Lien - Associste Edfor  Wendy Daiey - Artist

tor at Large g

Awesome Otters

There are two types of otters — sea ofters and river, or freshwater, otters.
differunces:
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There are 13 dilerant species of rver
otters. They range kn aixe from 2 10 20
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insulation. ’I‘bey ocontinaally blow air
into their fur.

oY Haws Mind Jokes

Al]meﬁ:ﬂumng’):km have semething in common
. Can you guess the common theme or category?
River otter L "y
River otters are very social. Osearmvgﬂhzmr when he alid into
They have about 12 different
vocalizations, or i
Throughout the dsy, they trade calls Onlecthredoesmo(tarmxspaceshlpgo?
The most commaon are chirping Otlie: To otter space!
to eay, “Hi, T'm over here”
have threatening Whalduyoucaﬂanouez .
that sound like a cat in 2 fight. W
River otter s ¥
River ofters bave webbing that
goes about of the way "“B swet IOV N
up their paws. When they swim, Toe N30 Otters A

they do a type of dog paddle. They
are shaped ke big footballs, which
stresmlined.
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Ready Resources

mMmPagcpmvmﬂmwaabau
boaks ar other resouces that will help you bearn
s topice.
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more about thiz week's
On the Web:

* www_seawnrid org/animal-infvinfo-bonks/
ottmra/indux b

+ www binkids umich adw/eritters/Mustelidne

dawnforfnnmng they have no place
{0 be sefe and raise farmilies.

At the Hhrary:
* Welcome o the World of Otters”

Naxt woek, The Mini Page is afl about Disne Swanson
Hawspaper in Education Week * “Lootas, Litthe Wave Eater: An arad Sea Otter's
Clere Hodgson Mevker
* “A Raft of Sex Otlers” by Vicki Leon
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A Burmese python is
|\ captured in Florida’s
Everglades National Park.

=¢>> Some animals just don't
make very good neighbors.
These troublemakers include
jellyfish and the Burmese
python. Both species have
moved into new homes—and
are proving to be real pests.

Jellyfish Jumble
Fishermen in Japan are
finding it harder to get their
jobs done. The reasonis a
giant species of jellyfish. It
normally lives in the waters
near China and Korea. Now, it

\' ¥

This jellyfish has a stinger that
can be deadly to humans.

is in the Sea of Japan. Recently,
a giant jellyfish sank a whole
fishing boat, after getting
caught in the boat’s net!

This jellyfish also poisons
the fish that the fishermen try
to catch.

“They poison our fish, and
then we can'’t sell them,” says

fisherman Mitsunobu Iida. /

“It hurts our business.”

Other types of
jellyfish have moved
into the waters near
Australia. Beaches
there are often closed
because large groups of
dangerous jellyfish show
up. One kind has poisonous
stingers that can be deadly
even to humans.

Pesky Python

The Burmese python is
one of the world’s largest
snakes. Its natural habitat is
in Asia. Many pythons were
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brought to the United States
and sold as pets. Often, the
snakes’ owners found it too
difficult to keep such large
creatures. The snakes were set
free, in places like Florida’s
Everglades National Park. The
population, or total number,
of pythons in the Everglades
grew quickly.
Now, wildlife experts say

" that tens of thousands of
Burmese pythons live in

the Everglades. There, the

‘supersize snakes are

\, eating animals whose

\, numbers are already

) low. They are also

~ eating up the food

/  of other animals,

~ such as the bobcat.

Humans on the Hunt

To improve, or make better,
the situation in the Everglades,
several groups are working
to capture the pythons. But
experts are not sure if they can
get rid of the snakes for good.
As for the jellyfish—all people
can really do is hope they stay
in their own waters next year!




Diamante Poem

| word:

2 words:
3 words:
i words:
3 words:
2 words:
| word:

One noun/topic
Two Adjectives about the topic
Three verbs + -ing describing topic
Four word sentence describing topic
Three verbs + -ing describing topic
Two Adjectives describing topic
One synonym (topic)

©2006 Leslie Opp-Beckman, University of Oregon, leslieob@uoregon.edu




Amelia Earhart

By:
Tennessee
Crazy, amazing
Flying, Soaring, Running
Amelia flew the Atlantic.
Twisting, Jumping, Flying
Exiting, Fantastic

Fly



OUTLINE

Title:

I. TOPIC (introduction)

a. Lead sentence (from class work)

b. Tell WHO or WHAT is the story about
c¢.  Why “it” was important

d. your opinion of your topic

I1. Heading (subhead) “catchy”
a. 2 -3 Supporting sentence
b. (Include quotes)

III. Heading (subhead) “catchy”
a. 2 -3 Supporting sentence
b. (Include quotes)

IV. Heading (subhead) “catchy”
a. 2 -3 Supporting sentence

b. (Include quotes)

V. Heading (subhead) “catchy”

a. 2 -3 Supporting sentence

b. (Include quotes)

V. Conclusion
a.  Wrap up the story
b. Your opinion



OUTLINE

NAME:

Title:
(catchy, exciting, bold..)

L

a.

b.

C.

d.
IL

a.

b.
]]IO

a.

b.
Iv.

a.

b.
V.

a.

b.
VL

S




‘Writing a news story...

0 Choose a news event that you think is important for others to know about.

[0 Research the event, and gather as much information as you can before you
start writing your story.

1 Be sure to choose more than one source for your information. Check each
fact to make sure it is correct.

0 Plan and organize your story around the 5§ W’s and H (who, what, where,
when, why and how) of the event. Use an idea organizer to help plan your story.

[0 Write a headline, or title, for your story. It's okay to save this for last if you can’t
think of one. '

O Write the lead. The lead is the beginning of a news story. It pulls the reader into
the story and makes him or her want to read more. If you can’t come up with a catchy
lead, you can come back to it later.

O In the next paragraphs, include facts that help explain the event.
0 Add details to each paragraph that give more information about the event.
O Include quotes in your story. A quote is someone else’s exact words.

O Finally, write a conclusion that ends your story with new and important
information.

0 Once you have finished your news story, be sure to review your writing.



Business Letter Organizer

Use the organizer below to help you write a business letter.

Heading (your address)

Date (today's date)

Inside Address (the name and address of the person you are
writing to)

Greeting (examples: Dear Sir/Madam, To Whom It May Concern)

Introduction: Describe who you are and why you are writing this letter.

Paragraph: Give a fact, example or detail to support your opinion or request.

Paragraph: Describe a personal experience to support your opinion or request.

Paragraph: Give a reason why the person or organization receiving this letter
should do something about this issue.

Sentence: Thank the person for reading your letter.

Closing (examples: Sincerely, Regards)

Signature (Sign and print your name.)

©2004 TIME For Kids. This page may be photocopied for use with students and teachers.



[ A Poém
Written BY:
[ am and
! tYH to
Ls biwportant to me
[ see
 want
[ am
| pretend
| am Limwportant because
[ wish
| believe
[ am ang
[ am and
[ dream
( trg
[ hope

[ am




I o creative and full of ideas
I dreaun to-be very famous
I try to-help
I hope to- be seenv
I o Leonawdo- DaVinc




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Magazine article
Persuasive letter
Diamante poem

Free Choice

I Am Poem

12 questions
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MULTI-GENRE RESEACH PROJECTS
Project Genres

Brochure
Cartoon
Character sketch
Picture book
Comic strip
Diary
Two-voice poem
Fable

Family tree
Journal
Lyrics/music
Map

Menu

Obituary

Power point
Poster
Postcard
Propaganda poster
Quiz

Riddle

Speech
Timeline
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Born Musical

Written by:

Ludwig van Beethoven was one
of the most amazing composers
of all time! He composed 9
flabbergasting symphonies even
though he was deafll! His first
performance was at the age of 7
Ya.

BEETHOVEN AS A YOUNGSTER
Beethoven was born in Bonn,
Germany in 1770. He had two
younger brothers named Kasper
and Nikolas. His dad was very
hash and made him start piano
lessons at the age of 4! He also
made Beethoven practice playing
the piano everyday. His mother
was always described as a gentie,
woman, with a kind heart.
Beethoven referred to her as his
"best friend". By the age of 12
Beethoven was taking care of his
two brothers and his mom.

HIS SYMPHONIES

Beethoven wrote his first piece
before the age of 12 and wrote his
final symphony completely deaf at

age 28!!! He wrote nine

symphonies in all. Beethoven

was a very powerful composer.
é# = }—:\" B e

POOR HEALTH

Beethoven had stomach cramps
all his life and was deaf most of it
too, He was given lots of hearing
aids and conversation notebooks.

- However he never recovered.

DEATH

He lived to be 56 years old and
died in a thunderstorm in 1827. A
total of 2,000 people attended his
funeral. It was a very sad time.

HIS COMPOSITIONS

Beethoven was a complete
genius, and ahead of his time. He
changed the course of music
forever.

;Zx/ﬁ/mﬂ
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May 18,2010
Dear Ludwig,

Your symphonies are great! I think there should be a day to
celebrate you. We could ca] it “Beethoven Day.”

I would like to know something. Was your teacher, Joseph
Haydn, harsh or kind? 1 know there were other good composers
during your time, but I like your music best!

Sincerely,

Tanner



Beethoven

musical, talented
banging, composing, performing
genius, inspiration, symphony, artist
astonishing, flabbergasting, scintillating
intense, serious
composer * *
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I va?oem/
Writtenw By.

I o Ludwigr aond v pianist
Itry tope,rforvaerféotb/

I pretend to-play
I ammuportwntbecauwl changed
UL

I wishvto-live longer
I believe inv God/
I amvpowerful and steady

I amv musical and sevious
I dreanmvto-compose
I try to-conduct

I hobe I will play agairv
I am the one and only Beethoverv



8.

9.

Beethoven

. Where was Beethoven born?

. Did Beethoven reach his goal?

Where does Beethoven live?

What was his favorite piece?

Did he only approve of rich people coming to his concerts?
How did Beethoven die?

How old was he when he died?

When did he become famous?

How did he become deaf?

10. How did he want to become compose?

11. Did he like composing?

12. Why did he want to compose?

21
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